
S A ADULT SHOWING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

TEAM MANAGERS REPORT 

 
All the Team members arrived safely on the Friday afternoon between 3 and 6 o’clock. No 

problems on any of the trips. Saturday was a rest day for all the horses as they had traveled longer 

than 8 hours in the box.  

 

Sunday morning saw everyone on his or her horses and by 2p.m the whole team was ready for the 

vetting. The horses all looked very smart in their green blankets and groomed to perfection. After a 

few anxious moments all the horses were passed and we could all breathe again. Everyone 

collected his or her Gift bags. The Natal Showing Committee organized these. In them were 

samples of feed, an embroidered hand towel, a SA Champs beaded key ring, wet wipes, biscuits 

etc. Everyone was made to feel really welcome.  

 

Sunday night was the Team Party at a very up market restaurant.  Strange to see everyone dressed 

up in normal clothes and elegant. I was hard put to recognize some of them! When the gift opening 

time came it was like early Christmas! Hand woven scarves, sleeveless jackets, a couple of useful 

bags, a delightful key ring, an embroidered hat bag. So much thought had gone into all the team 

gifts.  

 

The Team Event began at ten o’clock on Monday morning.  

 
Our FS&NC 2009 Showing Team was comprised of the following combinations. 

 

Anrie Swanepoel Ashgar King Karlos ï Working Riding Horse 

While Anrie is a very seasoned campaigner, Karlos is relatively inexperienced for a Working 

Riding Horse. Karlos is a very handsome, dun gelding. A cross Connemara/Warmblood/Arab. 

Karlos has only competed once outside of Harties in Working Riding Horse. Although Anrie used 

every bit of her considerable skill to complete all the tests, Karlos was not very settled and had to 

be placed fourth.   

 



Chrizel Oosthuizen and Battle Chant ï Show Riding Horse 

Battle Chant is a seasoned performer and carried Chrizel like a real gentleman. Chrizel, her first 

time in the team, is a stylish rider with a great future in Showing. They should have been 2
nd

 in 

their class, but unfortunately, there is a grey area in the Team Showing judging which leaves out 

the go around. In the go around the Natal horse was badly behaved and went on the wrong leg. 

Normally this would put a competitor out of the placings completely, but this time they were still 

placed 2
nd

. Battle Chant was third.  

 
Elisha Mhkonasi and Shilo ï Reserve 

Elisha was a wonderful reserve – running around helping and supporting everyone. Always with a 

smile on his face. Thankful, I’m sure, to be the reserve this year. 

 



Georgia Diedericks and Callisto ï Working Hunter 

Callisto in her new role as the Working Hunter was a star and did her very best with the very 

experienced help of Georgia. They did a lovely clear round over a very difficult course. The 

course included a steep bank, a very flimsy short strided combination and a water jump. The 

judges and SANEF representative (Brian Noach) seemed dumbfounded at all the clears.  

Unfortunately for us it was a vintage year for Working Hunters and everyone went clear. Therefore 

our Hack turned Working Hunter lost out in the type department.   

 
Lizanda Smit and Don Primo ï Show Hunter 

Our only experienced duo, Lizanda and Don Primo, went very well, were also done out of a 

second place by the go around not counting. Again a Natal horse did his whole left canter on the 

wrong leg! But as the go around didn’t count they still were placed second. Brian Noach has 

promised that this problem will be sorted out asap. 



 
Rosemary Balmer and Chopin ï Show Hack 

This combination is going to be unbeatable in the future! The S A Championships was only 

Chopin’s second Showing Show and understandable the occasion was very big for Chopin. Chopin 

was not as relaxed as he should have been and was very surprised when the judge wanted to ride 

him. Also he looked very chunky compared to the other Hacks. As our Hack was doing the 

Working Hunter, we did not really have a choice where we put Chopin this year – but watch this 

space next year!! 

 
So we stood in fourth place, but not one of the team disgraced themselves. The Eastern Cape Team 

really deserved their win and it was rumored that after consuming numerous shooters in the Saddle 

Inn Bar at Shongweni, that evening, they stripped down to their team gifts (G Strings, which read 

ride your hearts out).   



 
In the individual classes everyone rode very well, but it just wasn’t our show and better horses beat 

us on the day.  It was wonderful to see how Elisha improved in every class he rode. His ring craft 

got better and better.  Callisto with Georgie won the Broodmare In Hand class and was third in the 

Show Hack In Hand and Battle Chant was third in Stallion In Hand. So we weren’t completely 

rosette less. What was wonderful was the Team spirit by all the FS&NC people. Everyone faffed 

over their team members before the classes and then supported from the side for every class.  

 

I don’t think it worked having the Show during the week and we could definitely have completed 

the classes one day earlier. But congratulations to the Organizers. Everything was very well 

organized and nothing was too much trouble. The Working Riding class in the Interprovincial 

deserves a special mention for all the effort taken to set out a really super course.  

 

Bev Williamson 

Team Manager 

 

 

 

 

 


